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Policy brief: “Small-scale fisheries and co-management schemes”

Charlotte Johnston of Crangon Ltd. was contracted on behalf of BiodivERsA by the Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences to produce a policy brief based on the results of the following research projects funded by
BiodivERsA: PERCEBES and RESERVEBENEFIT (BiodivERSA call 2015-2016), REEF-FUTURES (BiodivERSA call
2017-18) and BUFFER (BiodivERsA call 2011-12).

Knowledge and methodology used

The brief extracts and summarises some key results of the above projects and provides a list of relevant
policy recommendations linked to current EU policy processes.

The brief was drafted by Charlotte Johnston in consultation with the BiodivERsA Policy Briefs Working Group
and the leaders of each of the research projects. An initial outline brief was provided by the BiodivERsSA
secretariat including outputs from a workshop with the researchers. The outline included proposed policy
recommendations and references to published papers resulting from the research projects and those in the
late stages of publication.

Lead researchers from each of the projects identified the list of published papers on which the brief is based,
and also which papers supported the key messages in particular.

Quality control

An initial and advanced draft of the brief was reviewed by the Policy Briefs Working Group and the research
partners; and comments and suggestions made were addressed.

BiodivERsA funded research project contacts

PERCEBES: Tools for the transition to spatial management of coastal resources: the stalked barnacle fishery
in SW Europe

Contact: Jose Luis ACUNA FERNANDEZ — Catedratico de Ecologia, Observatorio Marino de Asturias,
Departamento de Biologia de Organismos y Sistemas, Universidad de Oviedo, Spain.

RESERVEBENEFIT: Evaluating and managing connectivity in a network of Marine Protected Areas to maintain

genetic diversity and deliver fish beyond protected limits

Contact : Stephanie MANEL — Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, PSL, Centre d’Ecologie Fonctionnelle &
Evolutive, Montpellier, France.

REEF-FUTURES: The futures of reef services in the Anthropocene

Contact: David Mouillot — Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, PSL, Centre d’Ecologie Fonctionnelle &
Evolutive, Montpellier, France.

BUFFER: Partially protected areas as buffers to increase the linked social-ecological resilience

Contact: Joachim Claudet —National Centre for Scientific Research, CRIOBE, Paris, France
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Other sources

Video: “Gatherers in XXI century Europe: The gooseneck barnacle fishery”

Documentary about the science and the management of the gooseneck barnacle fishery in the southwestern
coast of Europe. It portrays the power of co-management to achieve a sustainable exploitation of the
resource and to find solutions to the pressing problem of poaching. It also shows results from European
research project PERCEBES on the recovery of exploited gooseneck barnacle populations and on the
connection of distant populations by the drift of their pelagic larvae.
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