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Policy brief: “Planning and managing networks of Marine
Protected Areas in a changing climate”

Charlotte Johnston of Crangon Ltd. was contracted on behalf of BiodivERsA by the Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences to produce a policy brief based on the results of the following research projects funded by
BiodivERsA: RESERVEBENEFIT and MARFOR (BiodivERSA call 2015-2016), REEF-FUTURES (BiodivERSsA call
2017-18) and BUFFER (BiodivERSA call 2011-12).

Knowledge and methodology used

The brief extracts and summarises some key results of the above projects and provides a list of relevant
policy recommendations linked to current EU policy processes.

The brief was drafted by Charlotte Johnston in consultation with the BiodivERsA Policy Briefs Working Group
and the leaders of each of the research projects. An initial outline brief was provided by the BiodivERSA
secretariat including outputs from a workshop with the researchers. The outline included proposed policy
recommendations and references to published papers resulting from the research projects and those in the
late stages of publication.

Lead researchers from each of the projects identified the list of published papers on which the brief is based,
and also which papers supported the key messages in particular.

Quality control

An initial and advanced draft of the brief was reviewed by the Policy Briefs Working Group and the research
partners; and comments and suggestions made were addressed.

BiodivERSA funded research project contacts

RESERVEBENEFIT: Evaluating and managing connectivity in a network of Marine Protected Areas to maintain

genetic diversity and deliver fish beyond protected limits

Contact : Stephanie MANEL — Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, PSL, Centre d’Ecologie Fonctionnelle &
Evolutive, Montpellier, France.

MARFOR: Functional variability and dynamics of responses of marine forests to global change.
Contact: Ester SERRAO — University of Algarve, CCMAR, Gambelas, 8005-139 Faro, Portugal.
BUFFER: Partially protected areas as buffers to increase the linked social-ecological resilience
Contact: Joachim Claudet —National Centre for Scientific Research, CRIOBE, Paris, France
REEF-FUTURES: The futures of reef services in the Anthropocene

Contact: David Mouillot — Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, PSL, Centre d’Ecologie Fonctionnelle &
Evolutive, Montpellier, France.
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Permission to reproduce figures used in briefing

Credit: Figure 1 (cropped) is attributed to Manel et al, 2020.

The figure is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use,
sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate
credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, and indicate
if changes were made.

To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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