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Nitrogen pollution and climate
change reduce carbon storage and
biodiversity of peatlands

Natura 2000 and Europe’s

understanding and tackling
implementation challenges

Conservation of Threatened
Insects in Europe

Tibes thase socio-amlogical challen
oy rescasch resulty, and outlines policy
vathways towsrds improving the affecttemess of Natura
2000 with regands ta the consenvation and sustainable
managerment of Europe’s forasts.

nmu corsanng Europes biodiversy
50% of Matura 2000 habitats are forasts; around 23% of |
forests are located within Natura 2000 sttas.
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Challanges can be addressad with approprate policies 1
managoemant stratagies, in particular:
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irwvolving local stakshoiders and making Natura 2000 2 ¢
project 2

Inscts raact rapidlyto changes in land usa and climate
bacause of thair gensrally short life cycles and, inmany
cases, thair dependancy on cther spacies. For spacies
which dirsctly dapsnd ca one ancther, a changsin

cna spacias c2n hava a savara impact on the other. A
rscent repeet by the Eropaan Erwironmant Agency has
revsaled dramatic decines in some grasshand buttarfly
popustionsin Europe sinca 1930,

Based on ressarch results of the RiodivERs AFunded
jact, conservaticn schames could baimproved
to halp halt the extinction of the threstaned insects
studisd in the prejact. Spadific conzarvation meesures
coudd halp improve the status of thase spacies by
jma to adapt
and to maintain cr progress towards faveurbls
ion status. Such adaptive
Y

targats cfthe, and o fulfil
the obligations in ths EU Habitats Directive.

Some hi olized insects, auch a5 the Larg
m- anon), are highly vuinorab
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The use of Wm ndlplm managemant
In particular integrating ecolegical knowled
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Aspactacular incroasain the Large Blue popul:
Uniited Kingdom was passible through specific ¢
easires

Adequate monttoring and managsmant of N
2000 zites and integration of acclogical knowlec
rmanagement practices are essantial for species 2
Cranting and restoring grassland patches enh
conservation, as supported by the EU Blodivers
and recent policy on Green Infrastructure
National Rural Development Programmes under
Agricultural Policy could better contribute to e
grassland consarvation
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European Commission Guidalines on Cli
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WHAT: Policy Brief...many definitions...

“A policy brief is a concise standalone document that prioritises a
specific policy issue and presents the evidence in non-technical
and jargon-free language. In general, the purpose of a policy
brief is to distil or to synthesise evidence with the intention of
influencing the thinking and actions of policy actors as they take
decisions in complex policy processes. That is, to achieve the

elusive outcome of evidence-informed policymaking.” (Beynon et
al 2012).



biodivers E R

WHAT: information on Policy Briefs

» Guidance notes and scientific papers analysing policy briefs
strengths and weaknesses: mainly on other sectors: Health,
Development, climate change

» Existing PB related to Biodiversity:
» lessons learned from BiodivERSA survey

» Search on “Google” to extract the most visible PB related to
biodiversity and analyse them

» SPIRAL-DG RTD Workshop in 2013
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WHY: questions you should ask yourself
before starting...

Specific? Honest
Brokerage
?

target

: Advocac
audience y

Options &

Recommend.
2

robustness -
? scientific References

evidence ?

Number of
studies?



No or few sources of
knowledge/Weak
scientific eyidence
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Advocating strongly for one option
1

Targeted specific policy
makers

Strong scientific
evidence/ Complete
review/mfny sudies

Undefined target
audience

v
Documenting facts or options in a neutral way
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HOW: some recommendations...

Get to know the
current policy
qguestions and even
the overall policy
cycle (timing!)

Embed policy briefs
in a strategy of
engagement from

the beginning of the KNOW YOUR
research TARGET
AUDIENCE

Collaborate with
other projects on
policy relevant
questions:
strengthen the
evidence
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HOW: some recommendations...

skimmable Use visuals
format that is (maps, figures)
easy to read to Highlight key
information

(less is more!)

FORMAT:
Attractive and
understandable Sharp! A list of key
jargon-free m.essages
language Use (/actions) and a

reference list
exploratory

tools (e.g.
scenarios)
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HOW: some recommendations...

Use visuals
(maps, figures)
to Highlight key
information

address and
communicate

uncertainty (CRELE, CONTENT

I R, PB related to
BIODIVERSITY
case studies list of accessible
and real references and
examples from Makc.e clear the hyperlinks
practice causall.ty bet.ween
policy brief

recommendations
and policy issue
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HOW some recommendations...

policy briefs
transmitted by peers Co-build
or known experts engagement and
have more chances communication
to be read strategies

DISSEMINATION
active rather

Complementary than passive

of other SPI Attend policy
activities (e.g. events ( e.g.
meetings) Green week)



@ biodivers E St

Limitations of Policy briefs...
» Not enough or Too much

» Difficult to identify the target, it might be necessary to target
several different types of policy makers (local, regional, nat., EU)

» Understanding the policy makers needs is challenging and their
timing does not match research pace

» Difficult to know the real impact of policy briefs:
» Monitoring strategy

» Could policy documents refer to policy briefs they used: citation
index?

» Time consuming for researchers to do research, develop
communication, engage stakeholders, get to know them....
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Thank you...

I USED TO HATE WRITING
ASSIGNMENTS | BUT NOW

&QEMI.H {HEM . /_/

I REALIZED THAT THE
PURPOSE OF WRITING 1S
TO INFLATE WEAK \DEAS,
OBSCURE POOR REASONING,
AND INHIBIT CLARITY,
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WITH A LITTLE PRACTICE,

WRITING CAM BE AM

INTIMIDATING AND

IMPEMETRABLE FOG!

WANT TO SEE MY BOOX
REPORT P

"TUE DYNAMICS OF INTERBEING
AND MoNOLOGICAL IMPERATIVES
W DICK AND JANE - A STUDY

I PSICHIC TRANSRELATIONAL
GEMDER MODES."

ACADEMIA,




